CHAPTER VII
THE DANISH WAR
I
PRUSSIA, indeed, had become rotten in its con-
servatism. It had learned nothing since Frederick
the Great had ceased to drill it. In particular, its
army unintelligendy maintained his traditions, and
for the most part retained officers whom he had
appointed, although they were now antiquated,
lethargic, and devoid of initiative. In A.D. 1806
of its seven generals five had passed the limit of
three-score years and ten. The only things in which
they remained efficient were in brutally ill-treating
their men, and in grossly insulting all civilians.
When the French entered Berlin after Jena, they were
welcomed as deliverers by an enslaved population.
Napoleon, having taken complete possession of
the whole Prussian monarchy, before determining
its fate proceeded to deal with Russia, the sole
continental survivor of the Third Coalition. Early
in the new year (1807) he entered Poland, where he
was enthusiastically welcomed as an emancipator
from the tyranny of the three eighteenth-century
partitioned The Poles flocked to his standard to
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